Introduction
To lawyers, corruption is mainly a problem of law enforcement. 
I. libertarians and corruption
Libertarians view corruption as a symptom of an intrusive, meddling state that systematically reins in the free market and undermines entrepreneurial activity and competition. Their solution is to reduce the state to its bare bones so that it does little more than protect private property and provide security. They argue that market actors who pay bribes to avoid complying with the rules, to lower tax bills, or to get favors, limit the harm that the state can do and consequently enhance the benevolent operation of the free market as a locus of individual freedom.2 Although in the libertarian view the best solution would be a drastic cutback in the state, bribery can seem a second-best technique that permits free markets to function in a rough and ready fashion.
Libertarians start with the presumption that the unfettered market is best. They are less concerned with the legality or illegality of quid pro quo deals. The primaryissue is whether the transaction furthers economic freedom. A bribe to get around a costly regulation would be approved, but one to induce the police to harass your 
II. ethnography and corruption
Cultural anthropologists also tend to be sympathetic to gifts and favors that others call corruption, but they reach that conclusion by a very different route. Yet, the use of clientelistic networks to deliver public resources based on "moral obligations and affective attachments" fuels a cycle of corruption.11
Nevertheless, anthropological accounts report that most people Corruption: Greed, Culture, and the State about:reader?url=https://www.yalelawjournal.org/forum/corruption-greed-culture-and-the-state 9 of 29 4/4/2019 2:50 PM recognize corruption as a deep problem even as they affirm the social bonds that it expresses. In Africa corruption is "as frequently denounced in words as it is practiced in fact."12 There is a continuum "from bribing someone and thanking someone for services rendered."13 Even though the briber often claims to have "good reason" for his actions, he also condemns the behavior of others who obtain benefits through payoffs and connections.
Nigerians and Ghanaians are extremely critical of the level of corruption in their country, and they believe that it promotes the inequality of wealth and power.14 Ordinary people condemn corruption at the elite level, but they themselves participate in networks that socially reproduce corruption.
Similar ambiguity exists in China around the concept of guanxi, which literally means social relationships or social connections.
Official pronouncements equate guanxi with bribery that undermines the public interest. However, "embodied in the popular discourse in the contradiction of the condemnation of guanxi on the one hand, and admiration and even approbation on the other."15
Even as they condemn its prevalence, people brag about how they used guanxi to obtain benefits and refer to the ethics of obligation and reciprocity. Libertarians and the ethnographers frequently find common ground in arguing for the functionality of at least some payoffs, but they differ sharply on the values that these payoffs may further.
III. grand corruption
Corruption occurs in people's day-to-day lives and in routine business activities as people navigate their relationship to the state. 
IV. democratic legitimacy and the control of corruption
The nation-state is a necessary part of any modern society, but one that must be constrained by its citizens to preserve public The difficulty for democrats is that the economic incentives for Those from this tradition who do study the state tend to urge more participatory, consensual processes of public decision-making often procurement. In that case, the negotiations should be transparent with the focus on the government obtaining a high quality result at a good price. Purchases should as much as possible be made by shopping in private markets in competition with private buyers.
Here international efforts to provide benchmark prices for common procurement needs could complement domestic efforts.As an example of how benchmarking might work, one study calculated the large relative differences in public infrastructure prices by region in Italy with the implication that regions with high costs per unit were experiencing high corruption and that better oversight could improve the productivity of public funds.28
Fourth, the state should enforce bribery laws against major offenders both in and outside of government. If organized crime is pervasive, special efforts will be needed to apprehend those involved in corruption that permits such crime to flourish. I list the law enforcement option fourth, however, because it ought never be the primary means of fighting entrenched corruption. If corruption is the result of institutional failures, it will likely reappear as one group of malefactors is replaced with another.
Fifth, individuals and businesses should be able to lodge 
